Questions from lecture 1, Ec355 – The UK government (and other governments) by the numbers

1. True or false: The UK government has run a deficit for the past 20 years. Discuss.

2. True or false:  “The recent increase in the UK deficit is mainly because of an increase in health spending as a share of GDP.”

3. “The UK is a heavily taxed country, in comparison to its 'peers.'” Asses this statement.

4. True or false: The UK spends less on health care (as a share of GDP) than many of its peers.

5. How much did the UK government (including local governments) spend in 2010, approximately (try to get your answer within 10% of the correct answer).  What did this amount to per capita?

