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1. Choose a country. How is higher education provided in that country, and what is the government's role? How does the admissions process work, and “who pays” for higher education? Discuss the arguments that underlay this policy; as much as possible, cite the statements and philosophy of the government, policy-makers, and public intellectuals in establishing this policy. How does this policy address efficiency and equity issues in the provision of education? 

Relevant sources: Textbook chapters on education, policy documents, speeches and editorials from relevant country. OECD Education statistics. Several relevant chapters in the Handbook of the Economics of Education (Volumes 1-3).
Example article for Germany, discusses relevant concerns of general interest: 

Braun, Sebastian; Dwenger, Nadja; and Kübler, Dorothea (2010) "Telling the Truth May Not Pay Off: An Empirical Study of Centralized University Admissions in Germany," The B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & Policy: Vol. 10 : Iss. 1 (Advances), Article 22.
Some relevant issues mentioned in “Redistribution and Subsidies for Higher Education”
Carmen Beviá, Iñigo Iturbe-Ormaetxe The Scandinavian Journal of Economics, Vol. 104, No. 2 (Jun., 2002), pp. 321-340
An easier summary of some key issues in “Guide to reform of higher education: a European perspective” by Bas Jacobs, Frederick Van Der Ploeg
2. Outline and discuss recent (1999-present) trends in the size of government and the composition of government expenditure in the UK and ____ (choose another OECD country). Present the empirical evidence as clearly as possible, fully identifying your data sources.. To what extent has policy converged or diverged between these countries?  What is responsible for these trends? Consider public choice and public interest arguments as well as changes in political/economic ideologies and philosophies.

Data, statistics, and interpretation from the Institute of Fiscal Studies (http://www.ifs.org.uk), the Treasury Department, (http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/), the OECD (http://www.oecd.org/home) and the Quality of Government Instrument (http://www.qog.pol.gu.se/).

C&M, chapters 1-2 and 8-9, Barr 1-4.4,  HM Ch. 1,3,4,10,11.

Romer and Rosenthal (1979, 1982)

3. Concisely describe and analyse recent UK coalition government's policies, plans, and proposals to reduce the budget deficit. What effects do you think these will have on economic efficiency? What will be their distributional effects (effects on equity)?

Data, statistics, and interpretation from the Institute of Fiscal Studies (http://www.ifs.org.uk), particular IFS “Budget Analysis” reports here, the Treasury Department, (http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/.)
Various chapters from all the textbooks (on market failures, government’s role, taxation, inequality, etc).
4. “The government should encourage philanthropy.  Private charities provide services more efficiently than government does. Furthermore, donors to charity get a positive `warm glow’ utility benefit, while government spending requires taxing income,  which lowers the incentive to work and reduces economic efficiency.”  Critically assess this claim, using both economic theory and empirical evidence.

Consult texts on the distortionary effect of non-lump-sum taxation.

On motivations for charitable giving, etc:

Andreoni, J. Philanthropy, Handbook of Giving, Reciprocity and Altruism, SC. Kolm and J. Mercier Ythier, eds Amsterdam, North Holland, 2006
Bekkers, R. & Wiepking, P. Generosity and Philanthropy: A Literature Review Working paper., 2008
Sargeant, A. & Woodliffe, L. Gift giving: an interdisciplinary review International Journal of Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Marketing, John Wiley & Sons, 2007, 12, 275-307
Andreoni, J. Impure Altruism and Donations to Public Goods: A Theory of Warm-Glow Giving The Economic Journal, 1990, 100, 464-477
DellaVigna, S.; List, J. & Malmendier, U. Testing for altruism and social pressure in charitable giving [suggests a potential welfare loss from fundraising]
Keating, B.; Pitts, R. & Appel, D. United Way Contributions: Coercion, Charity or Economic Self-Interest? Southern Economic Journal, Southern Economic Association, 1981, 47, 816-823
Payne, A. Does the government crowd-out private donations? New evidence from a sample of non-profit firms' Journal of Public Economics, 1998, 69, 323-45
Sugden, R. On the Economics of Philanthropy Economic Journal, 1982, 92, 341-350
On the efficiency of nonprofits and charitable fundraising versus government taxation and government provision of services
Ownership and organizational performance: a comparison of technical efficiency across hospital types. YA Ozcan, RD Luke… - Medical Care, 1992 
Strategic positioning and the financing of nonprofit organizations: Is efficiency rewarded in the contributions marketplace? Frumkin… - Public Administration Review, 2001 
An Empirical Analysis of Cost Efficiency in Non‐profit and Public Nursing Homes. M Farsi… - Journal  of Public and Cooperative Economics, 2004 - Wiley Online Library
Nonprofit Overhead Efficiency in the Israeli Welfare Sector: How Economies of Scale Could Lead to Administrative Savings
Charitable Giving and "Excessive" Fundraising  Susan Rose-Ackerman The Quarterly Journal of Economics, Vol. 97, No. 2 (May, 1982), pp. 193-212

5. “In terms of the public provision of [choose one: education, healthcare, or environmental protection] the concerns that are most important to wealthy countries are not the same as for poor countries.”  Critically assess this statement. Describe the economic issues that are relevant for UK policy (in the chosen area), and compare these to the salient economic issues for a particular low-income country (choose one). Explain how policy in each country has addressed these issues

This one is a bit open, so it’s hard to suggest a reference. You might compare the textbook treatment in this module and in standard Public Economics texts to texts in Development Economics such as “Public Sector Economics for Developing Countries” 

In general, you might check UK policy institutes such as the Institute for Fiscal studies (http://www.ifs.org.uk/)  and perhaps the CEPR (http://www.cepr.org/pubs/new-dps/dplist.asp?dpno=&action=By+Programme+Area)

. 

You should also be able to find some relevant references via a search on google scholar, 

http://scholar.google.co.uk/advanced_scholar_search?hl=en&as_sdt=2000

click "Business, Administration, Finance, and Economic" ... I searched "education uk reforms" and some interesting stuff came up.

Some things that might be interesting and helpful for public policy in developing countries:
Overall – “The Economic Lives of the Poor,”Abhijit V. Banerjee, Esther Duflo, The Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 21, No. 1 (Winter, 2007), pp. 141-168

Making services work for poor people
[PDF] from psu.eduS Devarajan… - Journal of African economies, 2004 - CSAE
Public service provision, user fees and political turmoil
[PDF] from ox.ac.ukM Fafchamps… - Journal of African Economies, 2007 - CSAE
Environment: 

“Racing to the Bottom? Foreign Investment and Air Pollution in Developing Countries” David Wheeler, 2001, The Journal of Environment & Development 
“Environmental policies in developing Countries” I Walter… - Ambio, 1979 
Health care: 
“Targeted health insurance in a low income country and its impact on access and equity in access: Egypt's school health insurance” Yip, 2001

