University of Essex                                                  

Department of Economics

Session 2011-12                                                                                               David Reinstein

EC 355 Public Economics

Term Paper Titles 

Details of assessment and submission deadlines are contained in the Undergraduate Economics Handbook, available from room 5B.211;   see especially page 67.

Maximum length = 3000 words 

Be sure to read the sections on A Guide to Good Practice in Assessed Work and Making the Best of your Essays, Term Papers and Projects.

Deadline:  Friday, 20 Jan., 12:00 mid‐day
1. Choose a country. How is higher education provided in that country, and what is the government's role? How does the admissions process work, and “who pays” for higher education? Discuss the arguments that underlay this policy; as much as possible, cite the statements and philosophy of the government, policy-makers, and public intellectuals in establishing this policy. How does this policy address efficiency and equity issues in the provision of education? 

Relevant readings: Textbook chapters on education, 

2. Outline and discuss recent (1999-present) trends in the size of government and the composition of government expenditure in the UK and ____ (choose another OECD country). Present the empirical evidence as clearly as possible, fully identifying your data sources.. To what extent has policy converged or diverged between these countries?  What is responsible for these trends? Consider public choice and public interest arguments as well as changes in political/economic ideologies and philosophies.

3. Concisely describe and analyse recent UK coalition government's policies, plans, and proposals to reduce the budget deficit. What effects do you think these will have on economic efficiency? What will be their distributional effects (effects on equity)?

4. “The government should encourage philanthropy.  Private charities provide services more efficiently than government does. Furthermore, donors to charity get a positive `warm glow’ utility benefit, while government spending requires taxing income,  which lowers the incentive to work and reduces economic efficiency.”  Critically assess this claim, using both economic theory and empirical evidence.

5. “In terms of the public provision of [choose one: education, healthcare, or environmental protection] the concerns that are most important to wealthy countries are not the same as for poor countries.”  Critically assess this statement. Describe the economic issues that are relevant for UK policy (in the chosen area), and compare these to the salient economic issues for a particular low-income country (choose one). Explain how policy in each country has addressed these issues.

�In general, you might check UK policy institutes such as the Institute for Fiscal studies


(http://www.ifs.org.uk/)  and perhaps the CEPR (http://www.cepr.org/pubs/new-dps/dplist.asp?dpno=&action=By+Programme+Area)


. 


You should also be able to find some relevant references via a search on google scholar, 


http://scholar.google.co.uk/advanced_scholar_search?hl=en&as_sdt=2000


click "Business, Administration, Finance, and Economic"


... I searched "education uk reforms" and some interesting stuff came up.











