UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

2011-2012

Spring Term

Marco Francesconi

EC944 TOPICS IN LABOUR ECONOMICS
Term Paper Titles

All papers must be agreed first between the module supervisor and the student. Alternative titles are possible.
The deadline to submit a term paper is 4th May at 12 noon. Term papers should be submitted to Debbie Hall, Senior Graduate Administrator in room 5B.206. Further information can be found in the postgraduate handbook. 

1. 
Investment in Children
Critically summarise at least three of the four articles published in the Symposium “Investment in Children” in the Journal of Economic Perspectives, 2008, vol. 22 number 3; plus the 2011 Ely Lecture by Janet Currie titled “Inequality at Birth: Some Causes and Consequences” and published in the American Economic Review, 101(3): 1-22.
2. 
Why Women Are More Educated than Men?
Critically summarise the following three studies: Goldin, Katz and Kuziemko (2006) “The Homecoming of American College Women: The Reversal of the College Gender Gap”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, 20(4): 133-156; Buchmann and DiPrete (2006) “The Growing Female Advantage in College Completion: The Role of Family Background and Academic Achievement”, American Sociological Review, 71, 515-541; Becker, Hubbard and Murphy (2010) “Explaining the Worldwide Boom in Higher Education of Women”, MFI Working Paper No. 2010-09 (available at: http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1681606). 
3. 
Obesity 

Critically summarise the following four studies: Cutler, Glaeser and Shapiro (2003) “Why Have Americans Become More Obese?” Journal of Economic Perspectives 17(3): 93-118; Cawley (2004) “The Impact of Obesity on Wages”, Journal of Human Resources, 39(2): 451-474; Lakdawalla and Philipson (2007) “Labor Supply and Weight”, Journal of Human Resources, 42(1): 85-116; Bhattacharya and Sood (2011) “Who Pays for Obsesity?” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 25(1): 139-158. 
4. 
Regression Discontinuity Design
Provide a selective and critical review of Lee and Lemieux (2010) “Regression Discontinuity Designs in Economics”, Journal of Economic Literature 48(2): 281-355. 
5. Peer Effects 
Critically summarize and evaluate the contribution of the following four papers: Bertrand, Luttmer and Mullainathan (2000) “Network Effects and Welfare Cultures”, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 115(3): 1019-1055; Falk and Ichino (2006) “Clean Evidence on Peer Effects”, Journal of Labor Economics 24(1): 39-57; Mas and Moretti (2009) “Peers at work”, American Economic Review, 99(1): 112-145; De Giorgi, Pellizzari and Redaelli (2010) “Identification of Social Interactions through Partially Overlapping Peer Groups”, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 2(2): 241-275.
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