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TOPICS IN LABOUR ECONOMICS 


Department/Centre:   Economics

Essex Credit:   20

ECTS credit:   10

Year(s) of study available to:   

Pre-Requisites:   

Co-Requisites:   

Pre or Co Requisites:   

Comments:   

Supervisor:   Prof Marco Francesconi

Teaching Staff:   Prof Marco Francesconi

Contact Details:   For further information, send a message to pgecon@essex.ac.uk

Available to:

Module is taught during the following terms:
Spring

Maximum Enrolment:   

Module Description:
The focus of this course is on recent developments and controversies in applied labour economics.  We will study some of the standard tools required for basic labour market analysis. We will look at particular topics such as the “new” economics of public policy evaluation, search theory, and early parental investment in children. For each topic, special attention will be given to the economic theory that underlies the processes of interest and by how empirical evidence on them can be found. Competing theories will be explored and existing empirical econometric evidence critically evaluated.

Students will be able to assess the quality of research level work in theoretical and empirical labour economics. They will have achieved the necessary background understanding of labour theory to begin independent research.

This module provides opportunities for students to develop academic and professional working skills in the following ways: writing a term paper develops students’ academic skills and professional working skills, and midterm assignments contribute to professional working skills (working to deadlines and writing coherently) and academic skills.

Key employability skills delivered by the module include self-awareness and reflection.  The key academic skills delivered by the module are detailed in the Key Skills table.  See the Departmental web pages at http://www.essex.ac.uk/economics/careers/employ%20skills.aspx.

Learning & Teaching Methods:
2 one hour lectures each week.

Assessment:
 Whichever is the Greater:
 EITHER 50 per cent Coursework Mark, 50 per cent Exam Mark
 OR 100 per cent Exam Mark


Course Work:
One term paper, maximum length 4000 words

Exam Period and Duration:
2.00 hour exam during Summer Examination period

Bibliography:
Students without a background in labour economics should obtain for reference a good undergraduate textbook such as Borjas G., Labour Economics, McGraw Hill 2000. Other sources will be journal articles as indicated in the syllabus. Many readings will be from Ashenfelter and Card (1999), Handbook of Labour Economics, but this is priced as a reference book rather than a textbook.

Other Information:

