LT111: INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE
ESSAY QUESTIONS 2011
http://www.essex.ac.uk/lifts/ug/Essay_Deadlines_2011-2012.pdf

There is now ONE essay for LT111, due in the first term (for departmental deadlines, see web pages above):
Information on MOODLE is for last year, so please ignore it.

The questions are below. Choose one question, and write an essay of around 2,500 words in response. 
When writing your essay, you should be aware of the University and Department regulations
on
(1) Plagiarism (follow the link on Moodle to the website on avoiding plagiarism)
(2) Regulations concerning style and presentation (please read the stylesheet on the
Departmental website –also linked on Moodle—very carefully. You will be penalised for
shortcomings in your footnotes, bibliography, etc).

You should also be aware that we will be looking for evidence of secondary reading. You
have already prepared some secondary texts (see the Assignment and Preparation links under
each lecture topic on Moodle). There are further reading suggestions in the general
Secondary Reading list and often, you will find recommendations for further reading under
lectures topics on Moodle too. If you still have trouble finding more material, your tutor will
be happy to help, and our subject librarian, Emma Wisher in the Sloman, will give advice
about using the Library’s resources to track down helpful articles and books. Remember
that the podcasts on Moodle also count as secondary material, and can be cited in your
bibliography: see the stylesheet for information about how to reference them correctly.

The Royal Literary Fund Fellows are available to help with any issues you might have
concerned with the writing (rather than the researching) of your essays: you can make an
appointment to consult them, but do so in good time. See the notice boards for details.

ESSAY QUESTIONS (Choose ONE)
1. ‘Myths attempt to account for cosmic and anthropological realities’. Discuss this
statement in respect of Gilgamesh.

2. Compare and contrast The Book of Genesis and The Epic of Gilgamesh, in terms of epic and myth.

3. The theme of the journey is central in Homer’s Odyssey. Compare and contrast Odysseus’
journey with that of Telemachus. You might consider issues such as their encounters with
supernatural or fantastic beings; the theme of the personal quest; the symbolic dimension of
the journey.

4. How and why does EITHER Derek Walcott OR Seamus Heaney reinterpret pre-modern
texts to explore modern concerns?

5. Discuss in detail Book I of The Odyssey, especially in the way it relates to the rest of the epic in themes and narrative.

6. Ovid’s Metamorphoses was written while the author was in forced exile from his home. Do you consider that the author’s exiled state affects the text? Discuss in relation to the scope and content of Metamorphoses.

7. What varieties of metamorphosis do you find in Ovid? Discuss with examples. As the
overriding metaphor of Ovid’s work , what does metamorphosis signify?

8. Discuss one or two stories from Ovid Metamorphosed, comparing the story in detail to
the version found in Ovid. What changes has the author made, and why?

9.The distinction (or sometimes, the similarity) between humans and animals is explored in
several texts on this module. Does this, in your opinion, amount to an important theme of
early literature? Discuss in relation to ONE text you have studied.

10. How do the pressures of American history (including, but not limited to, the American
Civil War, slavery, social history) leave their imprint in US literature? Consider texts by two
of the following authors in your response: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, William Faulkner,
Carson McCullers.

11. Is Jonathan Harker the hero of Dracula? In what ways does Jonathan’s figure both suggest
a traditional hero (riding to the rescue of his fiancée) and the instabilities of these gender and
narrative conventions as the nineteenth century moves into the twentieth?

12. “…I must say what I feel and think in some way – it is such a relief!....But the effort is
getting to be greater than the relief.” Discuss the status of writing in ‘The Yellow
Wallpaper’.

14. How does any text encountered this term develop one of the themes (e.g. epic, the
journey, metamorphosis, ‘otherness’) you studied in the Autumn term?
