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USA, 1924, Metro. Director: Buster Keaton. Editor: Buster Keaton. Photographers: Elgin Lessley, Byron Houck. Writers: Clyde Bruckman, Jean Havez, Joseph Mitchell.

Cast:

The Projectionist   -   Buster Keaton.

The Girl        -            Kathryn McGuire.

Her Father      -          Joe Keaton.

The Sheik       -          Ward Crane.

The Butler       -         Erwin Connelly.

The film illustrates the technological advances that have been made over the preceding decade. Keaton exploits these, particularly with his action comedy and the “film within a film” sequences. He expresses the audience’s desire to incorporate themselves into film narrative. This reflexivity is explored in a highly imaginative manner. He also exploits the nature of film editing and illustrates the way in which it is used to construct narrative. The humour generated tends to distract the audience from noting that the technique is fundamental to the way in which cinema now works. The ‘trick’ sequences are edited together in exactly the same way as the ‘realistic’ ones. The comparison with early cinema is most marked. 
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