LT191: CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS
This course will help you get started as a writer, with the idea that the more you practice and the more you read, the better you can become.  Key skills applicable to a variety of genres will be explored through warm-up exercises, workshops, reading and discussion of literary texts, and peer review.  Topics to be covered will range from key skills such as Beginnings and Endings, Image, and Voice, to the study of particular genres, where the emphasis will be on short fiction and poetry.  This is a ten week course conducted in ten two hour sessions, so you will be covering a lot of ground in a short space of time.  It is essential, therefore, that you come to each session well prepared: each week there will be set reading and/or writing exercises, normally from the course textbook Imaginative Writing, which should be completed in your own time in advance of the following session.  The course is participatory: this will involve writing and reading in class, as well as contributing to written exercises and discussion.  Like all LiFTs courses, there is a participation mark.
Course Calendar
Week 2
Introduction
Week 3
Image
Week 4
Voice
Week 5
Character

Week 6
Setting
Week 7
Story

Week 8
Development and Revision

Week 9
Poetry
Week 10
Fiction
Week 11
Reading Week
Assessment

Notebook (5%)

Writing exercise(s) (for workshopping) (30%)

Writing assignment(s) plus commentary (60%)

Participation mark (5%)

You will be required to keep a writer’s notebook for jotting down any thoughts related to your writing, such as opening lines, plans, overheard snatches of conversation, notes on a place or a situation etc.  This is to encourage good practice – every writer carries a notebook.  For assessment you must submit at least ten pages of your notebook, along with the writing assignments, by Monday 13 December (online; hard copy Tuesday 14 December) (N.B. You only have to submit a hard copy of the notebook).
In week 8 of the course, “Development and Revision”, we will be “workshopping” your writing.  For this you will need to prepare one or more writing exercises (one story, or 2-3 poems, for example, of up to 2000 words), which will be submitted in their unrevised form on Monday 13 December (online; hard copy Tuesday 14 December).  During and after the workshopping session, you will be required to develop your writing exercise(s), taking account of comments made during the workshopping process.  This developed work will become your course writing assignment(s), and, accompanied by a critical commentary, should be formally submitted to the General Office by Monday 13 December (online; hard copy Tuesday 14 December).  Assignments, including commentary (recommended length 1000-1500 words), should not exceed 3,500 words (excluding footnotes and bibliography).  Commentaries should address the following: process of composition, reflection on workshopping process, development and revision, context (ie. the related Burroway chapter and any literary or other models you have used), and self-evaluation of work.
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