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Monday, 9-10am

Autumn Term – ‘Core’ Texts

In the first term, the lecture programme will cover a number of canonical writers, each of whom have a vital place in the development of U.S. literature since the middle of the nineteenth century.  There are, of course, any number of other writers who fit this description; nonetheless, this list visits key texts which will provide a framework for a detailed understanding of U.S. writing and culture.  By the end of the term we will have addressed some of the major themes and formal innovations in American writing.

Wk 2
Introductory lecture




Owen Robinson

Wk 3
Herman Melville, Moby-Dick



Owen Robinson

Wk 4
Henry David Thoreau, Walden



Susan Oliver

Wk 5
Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises (Fiesta)

Jak Peake

Wk 6
Robert Frost, poems




Maria Cristina Fumagalli

Wk 7
William Carlos Williams, poems


Owen Robinson

Wk 8
William Faulkner, Light in August

 
Owen Robinson

Wk 9
John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath


Owen Robinson

Wk 10
Richard Wright, Native Son



Owen Robinson

Wk 11
Toni Morrison, Beloved




Jak Peake
Spring Term 

As well as the ‘core’ texts, each group will study a number of other works, chosen by the seminar tutor.  Texts will be chosen to offer different slants on themes and techniques already covered, and others, and will include work by writers often left off ‘must-read’ lists.  The lectures in the Spring term will cover a selection of texts studied by each group.  Towards the end of term, we will have some open discussion sessions in the lecture slot, on themes that are relevant across the course.  
Wk 16
Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God
Owen Robinson

Wk 17
Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman


Owen Robinson
Wk 18
Kate Chopin, stories




Owen Robinson 

Wk 19
Wallace Stevens, poems




Susan Oliver

Wk 20
Allan Ginsberg, Howl




Owen Robinson

Wk 21
Cormac McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses

Owen Robinson


Wk 22
Rudolfo Anaya, Bless Me, Ultima


Jak Peake

Wk 23
Discussion session: race




led by Owen Robinson

Wk 24
Discussion session: gender



led by Owen Robinson

Wk 25
Discussion session: individualism


led by Owen Robinson
Please note: throughout the year, you should read the text for your seminar, rather than the lecture, where they differ in a given week (this is most likely in the Spring term).
Your seminar tutor will be happy to answer any questions, but do also feel free to contact the module director, Dr Owen Robinson (orobin@essex.ac.uk; room 5A.137).
