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After the Dictatorships (i) : Veronico Cruz. (aka La duerda interna – The Internal Debt).
Argentina/UK, 1988. Director: Miguel Pereira. Cinematography: Gerry Feeny. 
Music: Jaime Torres. Writers: Miguel Pereira, Eduardo Leiva Muller, Fortunato Ramos. 

Editing: David Barry, Gerry Feeny. Production Companies: British Film Institute (BFI), 
Channel Four Films, Mainframe Entertainment, Yacoraite Film Limitada. Colour, 96 mins.
Cast:
Leopoldo Aban
Juan José Camero   -   The Teacher 
Guillermo Delgrado

Anna Maria González

Gonzalo Morales   -   Veronico Cruz

René Olaguivel

Fortunato Ramos

This film was greeted with hostility by sections of the British press who objected to the notion of artistic cooperation between the two countries so recently at war over the Malvinas/Falklands Islands. Their judgement was flawed: Veronico Cruz is very much an Argentine post-dictatorship film, made to serve that country’s need for memory and mourning after both the (lost) war and the horrors of the dictatorship itself. It is set in the North-eastern province of Jujuy and is based on the experiences of Fortunato Ramos himself as a teacher of poor children in this remote region. Its artistic roots in Third Cinema should be obvious. 
The full impact of the tale’s poignant ending can only be appreciated when it is understood that General Manuel Belgrano was a hero of Argentina’s war of liberation from the Spanish Empire and that many Argentine cities feature a statue to him: this includes San Salvador de Jujuy (featured in the film). ‘Belgrano’ was also the name of a battleship of the Argentine navy, sunk by the British with great loss of life, during the Malvinas war.  
Beyond its local significance for an Argentina returned to Democracy, Veronico Cruz is a portrait of a forgotten and neglected corner of the world, served by a dedicated  teacher who grows to love his pupils and who tries to meet their needs with the poor materials he has to hand. 
It is also a comment on the way in which the brutal exercise of even remote power can affect the lives of the humblest of people and undo the work of those who strive to serve them. 
John Cant.
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