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Scene Analysis.

Write a close analysis of one scene from any film of your choice from one film of the course. 

Possible aspects to cover:

· The literal or denotative level – the story told – what happens in the scene.

· The visual, technical, formal level, or ‘style.’ What effects are used to tell the story? Think about lighting, sound, editing, cinematography, colour, location, music, costumes, props, special effects and so on. 

· The meaning(s) conveyed by the scene both by the action and the use of imagery and sound (including non-diegetic sound – eg background music).

· The historical or political context of the action of the film and of the period of its making (they are not necessarily the same). How does the film reflect these possible aspects; what aspects are elided (ie masked or otherwise hidden)?
· What is the significance of the scene in the context of the film as a whole? 

These are just suggestions for you guidance: they are not meant to be directions, nor are they exhaustive: is unlikely that you would be able to cover them all.

By all means illustrate your analysis by means of stills from the film text itself. Contact me if you do not know how to do this. (It is very simple.)  
The deadline for online submission of the assignment is 4 pm. Wednesday 24th. March 2010 (Week 25). 
The paper copy deadline is therefore 4 pm. Thursday 25th. March 2010.

Cover Sheets for Paper Copy submissions may be downloaded from 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/lifts/resources/markingCriteria.aspx
This page also contains the department’s marking criteria.
The essay word limit is 1,500 words. It should be typed 11 or 12 point double spaced and pages should be numbered. Print on one side of the paper only. Your essay must feature a Bibliography and a Filmography. The correct method for all aspects of presentation is explained in The Departmental Handbook for 2nd. and 3rd. Year Undergraduates. 

This can be accessed at  http://www.essex.ac.uk/lifts/resources/departmentalStyle Sheet.pdf
Students are encouraged to illustrate their work with stills from their chosen scenes. Consult me if you do not know how to do this. 

You are reminded of the warnings concerning plagiarism and the need for correct attribution of all references (see handbook).                              
Continued on next page
If you have questions or need other guidance contact me at any time, via email in the first instance.  

John Cant.

January 2010.




