
University of Essex Centre for Film Studies
LT 223: Latin American Cinema
Essay 2. Spring 2010.
Write on ONE of the following:

1. Write a comparison of Memories of Underdevelopment and Suite Habana. Consider both the cinematic and political aspects of the films and try to account for any differences that you identify.

2. City of God has been considered an attempt to create a film for a mass audience using non-realist techniques. Do you agree with this assessment? Illustrate your answer by means of detailed reference to the film text.
3. How Tasty Was My Little Frenchman is an example of what Glauba Rocha meant by “A Cinema of Hunger”. With reference to this manifesto, give an account of the way in which the film uses cannibalism as a metaphor. 

4. Both Y tu mama también and La ciénaga are regarded as films which problematise the traditional Latin American version of masculinity. Do you agree? Illustrate your answer with reference to both films. 
5. Veronico Cruz and La frontera are both films concerned with the effects of their country’s respective dictatorships.  Do you consider the similarities between the films more significant than the differences? 
6. Destiny Has No Favourites is a comedy: examine the way in which the film generates humour and analyze any serious issues that you can identify as the targets of this humour.  
7. Do you consider The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada to be a ‘border’ film, rather than either North American or Mexican?  Consider both the content and style of the film in answering this question. 
The deadline for online submission of the essay is Monday 26th. April 2010 (Week 30).
The paper copy deadline is therefore Tuesday 27th. April 2010.

Cover Sheets for Paper Copy submissions may be downloaded from 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/lifts/resources/markingCriteria.aspx
This page also contains the department’s marking criteria.
The essay word limit is 3,000 words. It should be typed double spaced and pages should be numbered. Your essay must feature a Bibliography and a Filmography. The correct method of  all aspects of presentation is explained in The Departmental Handbook for 2nd. and 3rd. Year Undergraduates. 

This can be accessed at   http://www.essex.ac.uk/lifts/resources/departmentalStyleSheet.pdf
Students should feel free to illustrate their work with stills from their chosen films. Consult me if you do not know how to do this. 

If you have questions or need other guidance contact me at any time, via email in the first instance.  

John Cant.

January 2010.




