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Red River.

USA, Monterey Productions, 1948. Director/Producer: Howard Hawks. Ass. Producer: A. Rossen. 

Script: Borden Chase, Charles Schnee, from Chase’s novel The Chisholm Trail. 

Photography: Russell Harlan. Editor: Christian Nyby. Music: Dimitri Tiomkin. 

Art Director: John Datu Arensma. Black and White. 125 mins.

Cast:

Tom Dunson       -       John Wayne.

Matthew Garth    -       Montgomery Clift.

Groot                   -       Walter Brennan.

Tess Millay         -        Joanne Dru.

Fen                      -        Coleen Gray.

Cherry                 -        John Ireland.

Buster                  -        Noah Beery jnr.

Quo                      -        Chief Yowlachie.

Melville                -        Harry Carey snr.

Dan Latimer         -        Harry Carey jnr.

Young Matthew   -         Mickey Kuhn.

Teeler                   -         Paul Fix.

Sims                     -         Hank Worden.

Westerns were very much in vogue in the post World War Two period and Red River was one of the most successful. Perhaps only Hawks really rivals Ford within this genre. The story is set in the context of the development of the (short lived) cattle ranching industry of the nineteenth century, a development associated with the growth of the eastern cities and of the railways that served them. Within the context of the first use by drovers of the Chisholm Trail, Hawks tells a tale of Oedipal conflict and the aridity of a world devoid of women. It also encapsulates the role played by sheer violence in the appropriation of the land. Above all the film displays those qualities that characterize Hawks’s movies at their best – energy, spectacle, narrative drive, excellent acting and high production values. There is an epic scale to Red River that expresses the confidence of a country recently victorious in war.
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