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1. “The Post Always Rings Twice”? – consider whether there is a correlation or merely a coincidence between the historical emergence of postmodernism and postcolonialism.

2. Discuss the extent of subsequent challenges to Edward Said’s theory of Orientalism. Your discussion should contain an assessment of the extent to which these challenges have been successful.

3. “The Silence of the Bertrams” - consider the possible relevance of the context of colonialism and imperialism to Jane Austen’s novel Mansfield Park.

4. Discuss the extent to which 19th century novels can be seen as either complicit in, or critiquing the contemporary ideologies of imperialism. Your answer should offer detailed discussion of at least one novel studied on the course, and refer in detail to at least two critical readings.

5. “In this fictive England, she must play out her role, act out the transformation of her "self" into that fictive Other, set fire to the house and kill herself, so that Jane Eyre can become the feminist individualist heroine of British fiction”. Discuss the function of Bertha Mason, and other colonial presences, in Jane Eyre. Your answer should include a critical assessment of Spivak’s reading and at least one other critical perspective.
6. Consider the ways in which Heart of Darkness and/or one other 19th century novel develops and critiques discourses of colonialism.

7. Discuss the relevance of the history of publication and reception of Heart of Darkness for a postcolonial reading.

