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Esther Robinson and Matt Carter
Suggested Essay Titles – Autumn Term

The OCS deadline for this essay Wednesday 7 December.  The essay should be approximately 2500-3000 words long.

Cormac McCarthy
· ‘Whatever in creation exists without my knowledge exists without my consent.’ 

‘Your heart’s desire is to be told some mystery.  The mystery is that there is no mystery.’

Discuss Blood Meridian in the light of one or both of the above statements.

· Consider the treatment of ONE or TWO of the following in Blood Meridian: 


1.) imperialism;  2.) mythology;  3.) landscape;  4.) culture.

Norman Mailer

· Consider the treatment of ONE or TWO of the following in The Naked and the Dead: 


1.) power;  2.) masculinity;  3.) U. S. society;  4.) the experience of war.

· ‘The cast of The Naked and the Dead rarely become more than representative “types,” the animals they are frequently likened to.’  Discuss Mailer’s novel in the light of this statement.

Joseph Heller

· ‘Catch-22 is a novel that deliberately sets out to show that we live in an absurd universe.’  Consider Heller’s novel in the light of this statement.

· How does Catch-22 address the issue of America’s place in the world?

Kurt Vonnegut

· Discuss the relationship between form and content in Slaughterhouse-Five.

· “Among the things Billy Pilgrim could not change were the past, the present and the future.”  What impressions does Slaughterhouse-Five give of war and its aftermath AND/OR human agency?

Leslie Marmon Silko

· “The novel is very deliberately a ceremony itself.”  Discuss the relationship between form and content in Silko’s Ceremony.

· Consider Ceremony as a novel of return AND/OR belonging.

Walter Mosley
· How does Mosley use genre conventions in Devil in a Blue Dress?

· Discuss the relations between EITHER men and women OR different racial groups in Devil in a Blue Dress.

Jack Kerouac

· What kind of heroes emerge from On the Road?

· Kerouac referred to his work as ‘spontaneous prose,’ while Truman Capote dismissed it as ‘just typing.’  Consider the importance of the form of On the Road to its content.

Joan Didion
· ‘NOTHING APPLIES.’  How does it apply in Play It As It Lays?
· Discuss the relationship between identity and commodity in Play It As It Lays.

