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The following is an indication of the themes and texts for the course: 
AUTUMN TERM

SOPHISTRY AND OLD COMEDY  (The Athenian Background) 

Week 2

Aristophanes: Clouds
Week 3          
Aristophanes: Frogs  


       

APOLLO/DIONYSUS  (Birth and Death of Tragedy)
Week 4

Nietzsche: The Birth of Tragedy (sections 1-15)
Week 5

Euripides: Bacchae

CLASSICAL POETRY  (Identity, Personality, Love and Sex)

Weeks 6-7
Sappho (photocopies of poems translated by Josephine Balmer will be   available in advance for a small fee)          

Week  8         Catullus (Translated by Guy Lee, Oxford World’s Classics)
HIGH ART AND LOW LIFE  (Culture and Criminality)

Weeks 9-10 -11
François Villon: The Poems ( trans. Galway Kinnell)

(Photocopies of selected poems will be made available in advance)


SPRING TERM
RESSENTIMENT AND THE INSIDE NARRATIVE

Week 16
 Nietzsche:  Genealogy of Morals, First Essay (trans. Walter Kaufmann)       

Week 17
 Melville: Billy Budd 

Week 18
 Dostoevsky: Notes from Underground
CLASSICAL LOVE AS CATASTROPHE

Week 19
  Shakespeare’s  Anthony & Cleopatra
Week 20         Thomas Mann  Death in Venice  trans. David Luke, Minerva Press)

FIN-DE-SIECLE DECADENCE 
Weeks 21-22
 Baudelaire: Selected poems from Les Fleurs du Mal ; selected Poèmes en Prose 

    Extracts from The Painter of Modern Life   (photocopies will be made available)

Week 23 
   J-K Huysmans 
A rebours  (Against the Grain) (Dover Edition with Havelock Ellis’ s Introduction)
Week 24
    Oscar Wilde: The Decay of Lying
Week 25
    Oscar Wilde:  Salome 

EASTER BREAK

Week 30          (Revision Text)  
  Tom Stoppard:  The Invention of Love  (Faber&Faber)
Week 31
    EXAM PREPARATION 

Assessment: The course will be assessed by three essays and a three hour exam


