LT338 Decorum and Decay: Classical and Decadent Discourses in Literature

COURSE DIRECTOR: Leon Burnett

TUTORS:  Dr Val Morgan, Dr Susan Oliver
The course offers a wide range of European writing from ancient times to the 20th century, while at the same time encouraging the close and detailed study of a small number of selected texts. The approach is thematic rather than generic. Under the general terms ‘classical’ and ‘decadent’ we will set out to trace some of the ideas, concepts, symbols and topoi which escape periodicity and have, through the centuries,  continued to turn up whenever people think and write imaginatively. The focus will be on four main areas of enduring concern to ancient and modern writers: love, art, the self and knowledge. 

It is an assumption of this course that literature always has, and still does, speak powerfully about the human condition. By tracing lines of dialogue through selected writings, the course aims to offer a perspective on the way that ancient texts continue to inform literary discussions about love, art, the self and knowledge and how modern texts, in spite of the quest for originality in a so-called post-humanist age, continue to discuss issues of human concern that have been debated since antiquity. 

The aim is to use the terms ‘classical’ and ‘decadent’ as critical prisms through which to reflect on the primary texts, while the secondary reading will help to explore some aspects of philosophy and theology relevant to the theorisation of the terms. A further aim is to provide an historical context for the development of fin-de-siècle decadent writing and to address certain literary, moral and psychological issues raised by the study of key fin-de-siècle decadent works.

Assessment: 

40% coursework by 3 essays
10% participation

50% end of year written examination (3 hours)

