SCHOOL OF PHILOSOPHY AND ART HISTORY


2011-2012
Module Description, Reading List and Assignments

CRITICAL REASONING AND LOGICAL ARGUMENT (PY114-4-FY) (30 credits)


PY114-4-AU – 15 credits

James Rodwell                                       Office No. 5B.129  

Teaching Assistant: Jeffrey Byrnes      Office No. 5B.115
Office hours are displayed on office doors and the notice board opposite 6.130
This module is open to all first-year students whose course permits them to choose an optional module. 

It is also available as a 15 credit module for students who do not want to take the full year version:

PY114-4-AU – Critical Reasoning (Autumn only)

Students wishing to take the module for the full year must enrol for PY114-4-FY.  Students on PY114-4-AU may transfer to PY114-4-FY at the start of the spring term. 

The School would like to encourage any student with a disability or health issue that needs to be taken into account to contact the Student Support Office, either by email on disab@essex.ac.uk, or by telephoning internal ext. 2365 or 3444.

Assessment

PY114-4-FY:  6 short coursework assignments, together with a final 3 hour examination.  There shall be three assignments in the Autumn Term and three in the Spring Term.  The first of the Autumn assignments serves as a formative early assessment opportunity; this mark will not be used in determining the final mark for the module.  
PY114-4-AU: 3 short assignments and 1 x 2-hour examination at the end of the year.  The first of the Autumn assignments serves as a formative early assessment opportunity; this mark will not be used in determining the final mark for the module.  
50% of the final mark for the module shall be determined by the cumulative coursework; 50% shall be determined by the final examination.

Students must achieve a minimum mark of 40% to pass this module. 
The University operates a uniform Coursework Deadline policy on late submission of coursework:  each piece of coursework must be submitted by the deadline published by the department in order to gain a mark.  Work which is submitted after the deadline will be given a mark of zero.  
Students from outside the School of Philosophy and Art History who are taking this module as an option should be aware that the submission procedures, other procedures and marking criteria employed will be those of Philosophy.  To familiarise yourself with these and for further information on the submission of coursework and essay deadlines please consult Philosophy’s ‘Undergraduate Student Handbook 2011-2012’.  The handbook also contains information regarding late submission of coursework.  

Module Outline

This module is recommended for Philosophy students and open to students from other disciplines.  The module focuses on the skills and methods required for university-level work in philosophy and related disciplines.  Philosophical work involves dealing in arguments:  assembling evidence in support of some conclusion.  Such arguments are occasionally simple but often very complex; they are sometimes valid but they are often fallacious.  The primary aim of the module is to assemble and hone a set of tools for (a) the identification of arguments in philosophical prose (b) the representation of arguments in summaries, in argument-schemata and in symbolization (c) the assessment of arguments both for logical soundness and for rhetorical effectiveness (d) the formulation of effective arguments in the writing of essays and examinations.  The module also provides opportunities for developing the distinctive skills involved in oral presentation of argument and management of the ensuing debates.

Two-hour sessions, a lecture followed by a class, will be held weekly during the autumn and spring terms, with two revision sessions in the summer term.  Coursework assignments will focus on basic skills of elementary symbolic logic, including symbolization, construction of truth-tables, working of natural deduction proofs. Students will be given the opportunity to discuss their coursework in tutorial sessions with an instructor, in order to receive close feedback on essay-writing skills and methods.  The module provides the opportunity for students to make brief oral presentations, but these will be neither required nor assessed.  

Each year the module supervisor selects one or two philosophical topics to be used as target areas for argumentative analysis.  These topics vary from year to year but will be selected so as to avoid overlap with other materials covered elsewhere in the first-year curriculum.  Possible topics include:  Can there be free will in a deterministic universe?  What constitutes personal identity over time?  What does it mean to follow a rule?  How is self-knowledge possible?  Students read a sampling of classic texts pertaining to the chosen topic to use as a basis for the primary skill-focused work of the module.  In 2011 the topic will be: `Free Will`.

Autumn Term  CRITICAL REASONING (PY114-4-FY and PY114-4-AU)
Week-by-week progress will depend upon the ability of the class; but we shall be proceeding through the following topics:

1. Introduction to the classical problem of free will:  the threat of determinism, compatibilist and incompatibilist responses. 

2. Contemporary approaches to the problem of free will:  Free will and moral responsibility, Frankfurt’s analysis of agency and higher-order desires; objections thereto.  

3. Introduction to the basic concepts of logic, most importantly those of argument, validity and soundness.  

4. Introduction to the logical connectives, and the translation of arguments from English into the formal language of Propositional Logic.

5. Introduction to the concept of a truth-function and a complete guide to the construction of truth-tables.

Please note:  Week 8 of the Autumn term will be Reading Week and there will be no lecture/class unless notified otherwise by James Rodwell.
In order to achieve the aims of the module, students will be expected to complete weekly homework assignments.  Of these, three assignments (essays of approximately 1500 words) will comprise the formal coursework for the module.  (The first of these will be a formative `early assessment opportunity`. Equal weighting will be given to each of the two formally marked assignments when calculating the final coursework mark.

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of the autumn term students should:

1. be able to identify and articulate arguments as presented in philosophical prose;

2. have developed a range of formal and informal skills for the assessment of arguments;  

3. be able to identify both formal and informal argumentative fallacies;

4. have enhanced and developed their ability to write clear, forceful, argumentative essays in which arguments from published works are presented and critically assessed, and in which a thesis is critically defended.

Spring Term LOGICAL ARGUMENT (PY114-4-FY)
Week-by-week progress will depend upon the ability of the class; but we shall be proceeding through the following topics:

1. Selective survey of the history of the philosophical treatment of free agency: Epictetus, Augustine, Berlin, P. F. Strawson.

2. Introduction to new formal apparatus (the existential and universal quantifiers).  

3. The representation of the logical structure of a wide range of sentences of English by translating them into the formal language of the Predicate Logic.

4. The logical treatment of quantification.

5. Introduction to natural deduction.

Please note:  Week 21 of the Spring term will be Reading Week and there will be no lecture/class unless notified otherwise by James Rodwell.
Learning Outcomes:

By the end of the spring term students should:

1. be able to identify and articulate arguments as presented in philosophical prose;

2. have developed a range of formal and informal skills for the assessment of arguments;  

3. be able to identify both formal and informal argumentative fallacies;

4. be able to schematize and symbolize argumentative forms;

5. have gained familiarity with the basic concepts of formal logic, including the notions of validity, soundness, deduction, induction, logical form, disjunctive proof, conditional proof, reductio ad absurdum, conjunction, disjunction, quantification, bivalence, dilemma;

have developed a  mastery of basic techniques of symbolic logic including the construction of truth tables and natural deduction proof.
Summer Term 

Week 30:       Revision Sessions for the Autumn Term

Week 31:       Revision Sessions for the Spring Term

Reading 
Paul Tomassi, Logic (Routledge, 1999)

Gary Watson (ed.), Free Will (Oxford University Press:  2nd edition, 2003)

Other materials to be made available through Sloman Library Reserves

Assignment Deadlines

Assignments must be submitted by the deadline(s) given below. This first assignment will serve as a formative early assessment opportunity; the mark will not be used in determining the final mark for the module.  
The hard copy of your coursework must be handed in at the Undergraduate Office (6.130).  Please make sure it is either stapled or held together by a paper clip with the ‘Essay Cover Sheet’ on top.  Copies of the cover sheet are available from 6.130, or from the School`s website at: http://www.essex.ac.uk/spah/.  

DEADLINES for PY114-4-FY and PY114-4-AU

1st assignment: 4.00 pm, Monday, 17 October, 2011  

2nd assignment: 4.00 pm, Monday, 7 November, 2011

3rd assignment: 4.00 pm. Monday, 5 December, 2011

DEADLINES for PY114-4-FY Spring Term

4th assignment: 4.00 pm, Monday, 30 January, 2012 

5th assignment: 4.00 pm, Monday, 27 February, 2012

6th assignment: 4.00 pm, Monday, 19 March, 2012
Questions will be supplied by the Module Supervisor 
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