AMERICAN (US) STUDIES

2007-2008
	COURSE CODE


	US461
	US461-3-FY
US461-3-SP

	NAME OF COURSE
	American Studies Final Year Seminar
Crime, Conspiracy, Paranoia:  The Underside of the American Dream



	COURSE DIRECTOR
	Dr Alan Cardew, Dept of LiFTS   (Autumn 2007 Teaching)

	room : 5A.105
	office hours : tba

	extension : 2243
	email : carda


	Lecturer
	Dr Julia Firmin, Dept of LiFTS  (Spring 2008 Teaching)

	room : tba
	office hours : tba

	extension : tba
	email : jafirm


Students must attend the weekly seminars  (duration 2 hours)
	SEMINAR
for both AUT & SP

	MONDAY
	16.00 – 18.00 
	room 6.333


	FILM SCREENINGS

IN SPRING TERM

weeks 21,22,23
	Wednesday
	09.00 – 11.00
	LTB5


	ASSESSMENT
	2 essays:  (3,500 words)
There is NO exam.     Assessment is by coursework only.



	1ST essay deadline
	Wk 16 : Friday 18 January 2008, 4pm


	2nd essay deadline
	Wk 30 : Friday 25 April 2008, 4pm



Students should pay careful attention to the details of essay requirements and assessment regulations in the American Studies Outside Options Handbook.

All essays must be typed/word processed and double spaced, with margins that allow for written comments.  

They must have a full bibliography and be properly referenced.  

A word count should be included at the end of the essay.

We will not be using OCS for US461.  

Hard copy essays for this course should be handed into the Areas Office, Room 5S.7.27, with a completed cover sheet.  A receipt will be given.

You will be notified by email when they have been marked and are available for collection.

In line with University Policy:   A mark of ZERO will be recorded for any piece of coursework submitted after the published deadline.    NO EXTENSIONS WILL BE ALLOWED.

	Course synopsis



	The course will be taught by a series of two-hour sessions made up of an informal lecture followed by a discussion. 

The course will be in two parts: 

1. Alan Cardew LiFTS   - Autumn 2007
In the Autumn term the course will examine the history of conspiracy in the US, the creation of a personal narrative, and the omnipresence of the Law in all areas of American life. This will cover sections 1 – 12 of the bibliography topics listed below. 

2. Julia Firmin LiFTS  - Spring 2008
The Spring Term will have as its starting point Don DeLillo’s 1984 portrait of America, White Noise, a searing critique of America’s post modern condition – a culture obsessed with pop-culture, conspiracy theories and the quest for media defined identities. This part of the course will centre upon four main topics – sections 13 – 16 of the bibliography.

There is a mass of material on the subject areas of the course, and it is certainly not intended that students should read and view everything on the bibliography list. There will be a number of key texts, but generally it is for students to select material which interests them for their coursework. There is a great deal of scope for independent work. The main intent of the course is to provide students with a way of understanding the material, largely based on narrative theory, and to designate common themes, which are central to American culture. In this way students will develop a critical approach, which can be applied to a range of phenomena: legal, psychological, sociological, political. 
The US461 COURSE READER (and any additional materials) can be purchased from the Areas Office, Room 5S.7.27



